Editorial Remarks

The position of the media vis-a-vis the state and the Communist Party, varying
between coercion and liberalisation in different periods of socialist Yugoslavia, was
continuously re-shaped by the way the communication system(s) were developing,
in turn re-articulating the role(s) of journalism in political and cultural life. As social
institutions, the media and journalism in Yugoslavia were re-configured in the dynam-
ics between the one-party state political system, the ‘pluralism of self-managing inter-
ests’ and the market economy, whereas the dominant concepts and corresponding
policies of intercultural and international communication emerged amid imbalances
in international news flows and inequalities and tensions among social groups, regions
and republics of the federation. This thematic issue of the journal Contributions to
Contemporary History views this history as a flow of discontinuities and new begin-
nings rather than linear progress or demise, acknowledging the relevance held by
social history, cultural traditions, particularities of economic development, the (inter)
national configurations of power and the development of state policies for studying
the contradictions of media and journalism in socialist Yugoslavia.

Against this backdrop, the thematic issue considers theoretical and empirical voids
in the scarce scholarly research that can be found, exploring certain discontinuities in
Yugoslav media and journalism’s contemporary history by analysing rich historical
materials from a variety of sources, chiefly archival materials, scholarly documentation,
media content, and oral history interviews. The invited contributions reappraise some
of the key ideas and communication research in the SFRY period, examine tensions
in international and intercultural communication, with a focus on the Tanjug news
agency and the Non-Aligned news agency pool, reconsider the normative foundations
of Yugoslav journalism and investigate what former journalists remember about their
roles as socio-political workers, analyse journalistic discourse concerning pressing
issues of the collapsing state, and explore the place of the media in forming collective
and individual memories of socialist Yugoslavia.

The studies in this thematic issue are the result of cooperation between the Social
Communication Research Centre at the Faculty of Social Sciences, University of
Ljubljana, and the Institute for Contemporary History as part the basic research pro-
ject The Role of Communication Inequalities in Disintegration of a Multinational Society
(J5-1793) financed by ARRS - Slovenian Research Agency. Both the project and this
thematic issue promote the disciplinary integration of history and communication sci-
ence by exploring and explaining the complexities of material and symbolic re-config-
urations of the media and journalism in Yugoslavia while also gathering and analysing
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the memories of journalism professionals and media audiences of the socialist past.
Although the studies investigate only some of the past discontinuities in the media and
journalism and their re-imaginings today, it is vital that such interdisciplinary research
continue if we are to ensure a more nuanced picture of of Yugoslav media and journal-
ism history and overcome the simplified images of that socialist society that prevail in
contemporary public life in Slovenia and in other countries of the region.

Ljubljana, 10 April 2022 Igor Vobic



Uredniska beseda

Polozaj medijev v odnosu do drzave in komunisti¢ne partije, ki se je v razli¢nih
obdobjih socialisti¢ne Jugoslavije vzpostavljal med prisilo in liberalizacijo, se je nene-
hno rekonfiguriral in odrazal v razvoju komunikacijskega sistema in prevladujo¢ih vlo-
gah novinarstva v politicnem in kulturnem Zivljenju. Kot druzbene institucije so se
mediji in novinarstvo v Jugoslaviji preoblikovali v dinamikah med enopartijskim poli-
ti¢nim sistemom, »pluralizmom samoupravnih interesov« in trznim gospodarstvom,
medtem ko so se prevladujoci koncepti in z njimi povezane politike medkulturnega in
mednarodnega komuniciranja uveljavljali skozi neravnovesja v mednarodnih tokovih
novic ter neenakostih in napetostih znotraj federacije - med druzbenimi skupinami,
regijami in republikami. Tematska $tevilka Prispevkov za novejso zgodovino to zgodo-
vino razume kot tok diskontinuitet in novih zacetkov in je ne obravnava kot linearno
napredovanje ali propadanje, pri ¢emer vanjo vklju¢ene $tudije poudarjajo pomen
druzbene zgodovine, kulturne tradicije, posebnosti gospodarskega razvoja, (med)
nacionalnih konfiguracij mo¢i in razvoja drzavnih politik pri raziskovanju protislovij
medijev in novinarstva v socialisti¢ni Jugoslaviji.

V tem smislu tematska $tevilka zapolnjuje teoreti¢ne in empiri¢ne vrzeli v pretek-
lih, sicer redkih znanstvenih raziskavah, pri ¢emer se posveca proucevanju zgolj dolo-
¢enih diskontinuitet v zgodovini jugoslovanskih medijev in novinarstva, in sicer na
podlagi analize bogatega zgodovinskega gradiva iz razli¢nih virov, predvsem arhivskih
gradiv, znanstvene dokumentacije, medijskih vsebin in ustnih zgodovinskih intervju-
jev. Objavljeni prispevki tako prevprasujejo nekatere klju¢ne ideje in komunikologke
raziskave iz obdobja SFRJ, prou¢ujejo zgodovinske napetosti v mednarodnem in
medkulturnem komuniciranju, s posebno pozornostjo na tiskovni agenciji Tanjug in
zvezi tiskovnih agencij neuvr§cenih drzav, ponovno tehtajo normativne temelje jugo-
slovanskega novinarstva in raziskujejo, kako se nekdanji novinarji spominjajo svoje
vloge druzbenopoliti¢nih delavcev, analizirajo novinarski diskurz okoli perecih vpra-
$anj propadajoce drzave in raziskujejo polozaj medijev pri oblikovanju kolektivnih in
individualnih spominov na socialisti¢no Jugoslavijo.

Studije v tej tematski $tevilki so rezultat sodelovanja Centra za raziskovanje
druzbenega komuniciranja pri Fakulteti za druzbene vede Univerze v Ljubljani in
Instituta za novejso zgodovino v okviru temeljnega raziskovalnega projekta Vioga
komunikacijskih neenakosti v dezintegraciji ve¢nacionalne druzbe (J5-1793), ki ga finan-
cira ARRS - Agencija za raziskovalno dejavnost Republike Slovenije. Tako projekt
kot ta tematska stevilka spodbujata disciplinarno povezovanje zgodovine in komuni-
kologije skozi proucevanje in pojasnjevanje kompleksnosti materialnih in simbolnih
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rekonfiguracij medijev in novinarstva v Jugoslaviji, hkrati pa zbirata in analizirata spo-
mine poklicnih novinarjev in medijskih ob¢instev na socialisti¢no preteklost. Ceprav
$tudije v tej $tevilki raziskujejo le nekatere pretekle diskontinuitete v medijih in novi-
narstvu ter njihove reartikulacije danes, je klju¢no, da se take interdisciplinarne razis-
kave nadaljujejo, ¢e zelimo ustvariti odtenkov polno sliko zgodovine jugoslovanskih
medijev in novinarstva ter preseci enostavne predstave o socialisti¢ni druzbi, ki prevla-
dujejo v sodobnem javnem zivljenju v Sloveniji in v drugih drzavah regije.

Ljubljana, 10. aprila 2022 Igor Vobi¢



